Feb 28, 2019
Wilton, CT
Dear Legislator,

As a parent of public school students, | strongly oppose SB 738, SB 457, and SB 874 and
any other bill that opens the door to forced regionalization of Connecticut Public Schools.

We moved to the beautiful district of Wilton, CT in June 2017 primarily for the schools, and
existing school quality is what keeps us here. We believe that the bills erodes the quality and the
character of our local schools, which erodes the quality of our town, I am concerned about the
potential impact of larger school sizes, decreasing administrator and community engagement.
There is evidence that the proposed bills are already preventing people from coming to CT, or is
driving decisions of people to leave CT.

Research by the National Education Policy Center concluded that benefits from school district
consolidation are “vastly overestimated.” Further, an article in Education Finance and Policy
suggested that district consolidation may actually create negative impacts such as higher
transportation costs, a “leveling up” of salaries, and more negative attitudes among staff
members and parents. The same study suggests that financial benefits may be found only when
consolidation of very small districts (fewer than 300 to 1000 students) occurs.

I hope you will oppose SB 738, SB 457, SB 874, and any other legislation that opens the door to
forced regionalization of Connecticut public schools.

Regards

Jyothi Dontha & Janardhana Yeddala

Wilton, CT

EDTestimony@cga.ct.gov
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Eric.Berthel@cga.ct.gov;

Kathleen.McCarty@housegop.ct.gov;

Bobby.Sanchez@cga.ct.qov;

Tom.ODea@housegop.ct.gov;

Gail.Lavielle@housegop.ct.gov;

Haskell@senatedems.ct.gov;

looney@senatedems.ct.gov;

Bob.Duff@cga.ct.gov;

Written testimony needs to be received no later than 3:30pm Thursday, February 28th.
Testimony can be in Word or PDF format attached to an email, and should include the bill
number/s (SB 738 SB 457 and SB 874), your name, and your town. Include the bill number in the
subject line and email testimony to EDtestimony@cga.ct.gov.
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Senator Martin Looney (5B 454/738 and 5B 431 Sponsor)

looney@senatedems.ct.gov

(860) 240-0375

Senator Bob Duff (Senate President)
Bob.Duff@cga.ct.gov

(860) 240-0414

Senator Will Haskell (Wilton)

Haskell@senatedems.ct.gov

(860) 240-0068
Representative Gail Lavielle (Wilton)

Gail.Lavielle@housegop.ct.gov

Representative Tom O’Dea (Wilton)

Tom.ODea@housegop.ct.gov

Representative Robert Sanchez (Education committee chair)

Bobby.Sanchez@cga.ct.gov

(860) 240-8585

Senator Douglas McCrory (Education committee chair)

(860) 240-8600

Representative Kathleen McCarty (Education committee ranking member)
Kathleen.McCarty@housegop.ct.gov

Senator Eric Berthel (Education committee ranking member)

Eric.Berthel@cga.ct.gov



